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Sharpham Meadow is a natural burial ground, and differs in feel and practice from a traditional 
churchyard or a municipal cemetery. The Sharpham Trust owns the Meadow and wants to create an 
inclusive and beautiful place in which to remember loved ones. To safeguard these distinctive qualities 
we have set out the following terms and conditions of use.  
 
We want you to feel welcome, and to feel that you are joining a community when you use Sharpham 
Meadow. Please read through the information on our website and feel free to visit the site during 
daylight hours. You should also discuss specific arrangements with your chosen Funeral Director and 
Celebrant.  

1. Introduction 
The meadow is managed primarily as a wild flower meadow in accordance with the organic 
status it has held for many years. It may be periodically grazed by sheep, and after the wild 
flowers have bloomed and seeded, it will be cut for hay. Paths will be mown to ensure more 
convenient access to the grave areas, but the wildness of its natural state will be preserved and 
cultivated at all times. Hence we only allow simple flat headstones and no memorial items or 
plantings. Please make sure that you and your family members understand this and accept 
these conditions as we are unable to make exceptions later on. 

2. Access to Sharpham Meadow  

2.1 Sharpham Meadow is open to you from dawn to dusk, 365 days a year, but please be 
considerate of any funeral that may be taking place. This may also include evening ceremonies.  

2.2 No access is allowed after dark, except by permission of The Trust.  

2.3 Anyone is welcome to look around the ground at any time.  

2.4 No dogs are allowed, except by permission. 

3. Funeral directors  

 The Meadow is open to all funeral directors from any part of the country, and they can contact 
The Trust if they have any queries about the site. 

4. Arranging a Funeral 

4.1 To arrange a burial or interment of ashes please submit the relevant Application Form to 
purchase a plot. 

4.2 The Funeral Director should inform The Trust of the date and timing of the burial two weeks 
beforehand so that the gravedigger can prepare the grave. If the Funeral Director cannot give 
two weeks’ notice they should contact the Trust. However it may not be possible to 
accommodate these requests.  
 

5. Registration of death  

 No body shall be buried unless the death has been registered and the proper legal 
documentation issued. Without these, the funeral will be unavoidably delayed. No body shall 
be removed from a grave once buried without a licence from The Secretary of State under 
Section 25 of the Burial Act, 1857.  
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6. Burials and coffins  

6.1 Only one body may be interred in one grave. 

6.2 A plot is designated as being 4 foot by 9 foot. (Some half-sized plots are available by request 
and at a reduced cost) 

6.3 All coffins must be biodegradable and without any plastics, chipboard, harmful paints or toxic 
glues. Shrouds are permitted. Wooden coffins are permitted providing they come from 
certifiably sustainable and renewable sources. 

6.4 Bodies are permitted to be buried without a shroud or coffin, as long as the Act regarding 
public decency is adhered to.  

6.5 Bodies are not permitted to be buried with possessions, books, money, food etc, unless they are 
made from only natural materials. 

6.6 Embalmed bodies are not permitted except in exceptional circumstances such as repatriation. 
This is at the discretion of The Trust.  

7. Cremations  

7.1 All cremated remains need a certificate of cremation before they can be interred.  

7.2 Cremated remains shall be in biodegradable containers or none at all. 

7.3 No cremated remains shall be scattered. This causes the soil PH to change and compromises 
the ecosystem. 

7.4 Ashes can be interred in a designated ashes plot, or in the burial plot of a family member with 
written permission from the plot owner.  

8. Funeral times  

8.1 Funerals can take place during daylight hours. 

8.2 There is no time limit on a funeral. 

8.3 Anyone using the Ancestors’ Fire pit does so entirely at their own risk. Firewood is provided. 

9. Purchasing a Pre-paid Grave Plot 

9.1 When purchasing a grave, what is actually being acquired is the Grant of the Right of Burial, 
(Local Government Act 1972, Section 214[3]) only. Buying a plot does not give you ownership 
of the land the plot lies on, or any other rights thereof. 

9.2 When a plot is purchased in advance, The licence is automatically valid for a period of 20 years. 
Once this time has elapsed, Sharpham Meadow will contact the licence holder to see if it is still 
required. If it is still required, the licence can be reissued free of charge. If the plot has not been 
used after 20 years, and the licence holder cannot be traced at the last known address, 
Sharpham Meadow will assume the plot is no longer required. It is the responsibility of the 
purchaser to ensure that The Sharpham Trust has accurate contact details. 

9.3 When a plot is purchased in advance, full payment is due at the time of purchase. Once 
purchased, there is a period of three months in which the purchaser can change their mind and 
a full refund will be available. 

9.4 It is not possible to choose a particular location when purchasing a pre-paid plot unless the 
plot has to be adjacent to a spouse or family member. Spouses and partners can purchase a plot 
beside their partners at the time of their funeral. 
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9.5 Once occupied, the licence secures the right to undisturbed burial for a period of 101 years, 
after which the grave rights revert to Sharpham Meadow. Please note that the future 
management of the burial ground will form part of the Sharpham Trust's wider management 
plans, but these do not involve development in any way, except for agricultural use. The Trust 
may take whatever steps it feels are appropriate to maintain the environmental integrity of the 
site, including the removal of any dangerous or dying trees.  

10. Payment of Fees 

10.1 Any plot fees and the charges for interment which includes the preparation of the grave should 
be made directly to The Sharpham Trust. 

10.2 Site charges are reviewed annually and published on the Trust’s website. 

11. Graves & markers 

11.1 The digging of graves is managed by The Trust. 

11.2 Families may help in the filling in of the grave, as long as they are supervised. Families do so at 
their own risk. 

11.3 A marker headstone which lies flat on the ground is available to be purchased from The Trust 
by filling in the relevant form. 

11.4 This will be from a stone sourced as locally as possible, and hand carved by our resident artist. 

11.5 The words will be restricted to the first name and surname only of the person buried, and the 
dates of their birth and death. 

11.6 No other stones or markers are allowed and will be removed if erected. 

12. Flowers and offerings on graves  

12.1 Floral tributes may be placed on a grave after burial, but we ask that there be no cellophane, 
plastic wrappings, plastic labels or oasis, just natural foliage. These should be removed after 
two weeks. 

12.2 Because the burial ground is a wildflower meadow we cannot allow any planting on or near the 
graves themselves.  

12.3 To preserve the feel of a wildflower meadow, no other memorials or grave accessories will be 
permitted, except as part of any artistic memorial projects promoted by The Sharpham Trust. 
Any memorial articles found on graves will be removed at the discretion of the site managers. 
This rule will be relaxed for two weeks over Christmas, and for 48 hours over the period of All 
Souls Eve.  

13. Recording graves  

 An accurate digital map of the graves is maintained by The Trust and regularly updated. This is 
cross referenced with a database recording who has been buried and who has purchased pre-
paid plots. 

14. On-site facilities 

14.1 There is parking for approximately 40 cars at Sharpham Meadow. 

14.2 There is a ceremonial shelter available for use, with views over the burial ground to the River 
Dart and beyond. There is no electricity. 

14.3 The grave areas are reached via mown grass paths, so appropriate footwear is advised. 
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14.4 There is a compost lavatory available for use at the site. 

15. The Sharpham Meadow Community  

 All families or individuals using Sharpham Meadow will be invited to further acts of ceremonial 
remembrance and will automatically become Friends of Sharpham Meadow. It is hoped that in 
time a community can grow that supports, encourages, comforts and participates in the many 
activities we hope will flourish there.  

16. Feedback and Complaints 

16.1 Any feedback is welcome and can be communicated via email 
sharphammeadow@sharphamtrust.org or by telephoning the Trust office. 

16.2 The Trust has a complaints policy which can be viewed on The Trust’s website. In the first 
instance individuals can telephone The Trust office 01803 732055. 
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